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b   FLINT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

For forty years, the Flint Children’s Museum has believed that the foundation 
for lifelong learning begins in early childhood and is best developed through 
hands-on play and exploration.

Our work empowers children to take the lead in learning by providing an 
age-appropriate environment where they are encouraged to make decisions, 
take risks and engage in imaginative play with peers in order to develop their 
cognitive, social, emotional and physical skills.

Through our work, we inspire a lifelong love for learning in young 
children — providing a place for them to dream and grow. 

Celebrating 40 YEARS in Flint
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A Message from Our Board Chair and Director

T he Flint Children’s Museum has long been a place where children 
come to play and learn. For many of our young guests, a visit to the 
Children’s Museum is like a visit to Disney — an opportunity to dream 

where all things are possible. A safe place to hear, see, smell, taste and 
touch the world around them, learning through their senses.

For many, a visit to the Flint Children’s Museum is a first opportunity to 
play dress-up with other children, a first chance to play outside of the 
boundaries of home and school, a first chance to eat food right from a 
garden, and a first introduction to a museum. At our Museum, children are 
encouraged to practice and master their physical development, critical 
thinking and social skills — skills necessary for their healthy development. 
Parents are confident and comfortable in a safe and educational space 
made just for their children to play, learn and connect on a meaningful level.

 The Flint Children’s Museum is a place that not only connects parents and 
children, it connects our community as well. Everywhere we go, people 
tell us, “We love the Children’s Museum! You must truly love what you do.” 
And we do. The Flint Children’s Museum is easy to love; it is fun, positive, 
bright and inspiring. And with so many amazing people coming together — 
the staff, board of directors, volunteers, donors, parents, teachers, social 
supporters and, of course, the children — what’s not to love?

Thank you for joining us in making dreams reality for the children in our 
community and ensuring that future generations of children have a place to 
explore, play, learn and dream.  

Dolores Sharpe			   Kimberly S. Roddy, MPA
Board Chair			   Executive Director



In the past two years alone, we have played and learned 
with 120,421 children and caregivers, helping to build 
their love for learning and the necessary foundation for 
future growth.

A total of 901 families joined us as members in 2018 
and 2019, gaining unlimited access to our Museum and 
hundreds of other great museums around the world, from 
the Michigan Science Center to the Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum or California’s Kidspace Children’s Museum, the 
possibilities are endless!

378 children celebrated their birthdays with us at the Flint 
Children’s Museum, along with their friends and family 
members — many visiting for the very first time! 
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40  Yearsof Family
The People Who Visit  Who would have dreamed 
that after 40 years of serving the city of Flint, Genesee County and 
beyond, we would now be proudly working with three generations of 
families? Parents and grandparents, who themselves visited the museum 
as kids, are now bringing their children and their children’s children to 
experience the magic at the Flint Children’s Museum.

“�It’s called the Flint Children’s  
Museum, but three generations enjoyed it tremendously. 
It made for a memorable experience that our 
grandchildren will never forget.”  – CASSANDRA

“�My young children LOVE your museum.  
Thank you for providing such a wonderful 
hands-on place for them to explore, learn  
and play.  – DONA

“�Loved it! We went for three hours today ... we 
could have been there twice as long! The kiddos 
with us ranged in age from one to nine and  
not a one was bored! Five stars!”  – SHELLY



Exploring, Dreaming & Playing Together  
A total of 261 different groups and 4,670 people visited the Flint Children’s Museum for field trips  
and special outings. So many of these guests have told us how they “love” the museum, and  
we love having them here!

40  Yearsof Fun

Our team at the Children’s Museum personally designed, 
fabricated and installed five new, fun and custom exhibits 
for children to interact and engage with. They included:
n Best Friends Animal Hospital
n What Happens at Night?
n The Great Sticker Experiment
n A Day at the Beach!, and
n Kids Create Space

With the help of two anonymous  
donors, we also acquired a Virtual Reality 
Sandbox and the Giant Light Bright, two new high-tech 
exhibits that everyone loves learning with.

Visitors also enjoy exploring Sproutside, our certified 
Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom — one of only five  
such spaces in the state of Michigan. And we continue  
to engage little learners with the Farmer’s  
Playhouse, located inside the Flint  
Farmers’ Market.
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“The kids created a maze and 
      worked together using different 
  materials. They problem solved 
and it was age appropriate.  
      They loved it!”  

                                      – TEACHER

“The kids loved the program,  
and we have incorporated it  
into our ‘how to’ unit in writing”
		  – TEACHER



Board of Directors
Dolores Sharpe, Board President
Debra Jennings, Vice President
Ken Leslie, Treasurer
Jack Stock, Secretary
Robert Barnett, Board Member
Rebecca Garske, Board Member
Dallas Gatlin, Board Member
Jason Grindle, Board Member
Tabitha Marsh, Board Member
Gregory Timmons, Board Member

Staff
Kimberly Roddy, MPA  
Executive Director
Jacky Metcalfe  
Visitor Services Manager
Andrea Miller, MA  
Museum Educator
Erika Simpson  
Marketing & Communications
Stephen Wisniewksi, PhD  
Exhibits and Design
Diana Osman, BA  
Bookkeeper
Katie Madeja  
Visitor Services Assistant Manager
Pam Gaines, Play Educator
Michelle Kimmery, Play Educator
Tatiana Amos-Walker, Play Educator
Adrice Triplett, Play Educator
Laura Mauck, Play Educator
Francesca Sydow, Play Educator
April Harman, Play Educator

Awards, Honors & 
Accolades
n �Children’s Champion Award Winner — 

Voices for Children
n �Everyday Hero Award Winner — 

Genesee County Educational 
Foundation

n �Tour Site — Edible Flint
n �Certificate of Appreciation — Strive
n �Certificate of Appreciation — National 

Night Out
n �Art of Achievement Award Nominee 

— Flint and Genesee Chamber
n �Youth Art Month Award Winner — 

Goldman & Associates
n �Freeman Foundation Asian Cultures 

Exhibits Series Chosen Partner — 
Association of Children’s Museums

40  Yearsof Focus
Our Leaders in Play For four decades, Flint Children’s 
Museum leadership has focused on the mission of providing the greatest 
learning opportunities for young children through hands-on play. It is the 
efforts of many that have brought the Museum to where it is today, and we 
are thankful to all of who have made this possible.

“�The staff is wonderful with all the 
kids, especially those who have 
special needs.”  –MICHELLE
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2018-19 Donors With friends, all things are 
possible. Without them, we only dream. We remain grateful to 
the many generous donors and community partners, our friends, 
who support the mission of the Flint Children’s Museum and 
continue to make all things possible.
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40  Yearsof Friendship

Donors
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Al Bourdeau Insurance 
Agency
Phillip and Kathleen Alberts
Joseph C. Allesie
Pamela Altheimer
American Online Giving 
Foundation Inc.
George and Sheri Ananich
Anonymous
Associated Radiologists Of 
Flint, P.C.
Marcelleaus and Kimberly 
Baines
Carroll G. Baker and 
Kimberly Roberson
Mike and Grace Bammer
Robert Barnett and Phillip 
Greenfield
Chris and Krisa Bauer
BBVA Compass Charity
Kay F. Beebe
Belill Eye Care, PLC
Karen Bengston
Ryan Beuthin
Dr. Morley Biesman

Kay Bigelow and  
David Breaugh
Robert Bourdeau and 
Kimberly Roddy
Linda and Lennex 
Burroughs
Dr. Stephen Burton
C.S. Mott Foundation
Debbie Campbell
Joan Christilaw
Sara Clark and Dan Veresh
Laurie Leech Clawson
Les and Rhonda Conley
Consumers Energy
Court Street United 
Methodist Church
Vera Crandall
Daniel and Carol Cruz
Mary Cusack
Dee Cramer, Inc.
Beverly and Rodrigo Delfin
Stephany Diana
Diplomat Specialty 
Pharmacy
Dort Financial Credit Union 

Howard and Nedra 
Downing
J. Timothy and Maryann 
Dubbs
DW General Fund
John Earl
Ryan Eashoo
Dick and Judy Ebbott
Nora G. Fisher
Amy Flamenbaum
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Flamenbaum
Flexible Automation, Inc.
Flint & Genesee Chamber  
of Commerce
Flint Elks Lodge #222
Flint Firebirds Hockey
Christopher and Pamela 
Flores
Cathy Foland
Brenda Rose Fortunate
Foundation for Flint
Brad Fracalossi
Hank Fracalossi

Katie Fracalossi
Kurt Fracalossi
Logan and Katelyn 
Fracalossi
Scott and Annette 
Fracalossi
Todd and Jenni Fracalossi
James B. Franklin
Lisa and Leslie Frazee
Judith Garza
Dallas and Nola Gatlin
GDM, Inc.
Genesee County 
Department of Health  
and Human Services
Genesee Health Plan
Genesee Health System
Genesee Intermediate 
School District
Diane Ghattas
Greg Gibbs

Rick and Vonda Gillett
Dr. Raymond F. Gist
Douglas and Susan Goering
Akiva Goldman
Amy and Kazimierz Goldyn
Rubin and Maryann 
Gonzales
Rebecca Gonzalez

This program is sponsored by the Greater Flint 
Arts Council Share Art Genesee Grant Program 
made possible by the Genesee County Arts 
Education and Cultural Enrichment Millage 
funds. Your tax dollars are at work! 
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goulet
Goyette Mechanical
Stephanie Grandberry
Greater Flint Arts Council
Mr. and Mrs. Griffel
Dr. Beverly Griffea
Jason and TJ Grindle
Dr. Chris E. Hall
Hardenbrook Family Trust
Joel and Ann Harris
Health Alliance Plan (HAP)
Cynthia J. Hines and Brian 
Wheeler
John and Deb Holstrander
Charles and Deborah 
Hooper
Patricia and David 
Huellmantel
Huntington Bank

Lynne Hurand
Hurley Children’s Hospital/
Kohl’s Cares for Healthy 
Kids
Hurley Foundation
Peter Hutchinson
Idealease
International Union United 
Auto Workers Of America
Leo and Debra Jennings
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Heidi Kelley
Michael and Kay Kelly
Mark and Lysbeth Kennedy
Harriet Kenworthy
Kettering University
Daniel and Karen Koch
L & L Burroughs 
Consultants, Inc.
Steve and Kim Landaal
Michelle Landaal

Lau Family Charitable Trust
Ken and Judy Leslie
Katherine & Bill Livengood
M.R. Metzger Family 
Foundation
Tony and Cindi Mainprize
Tabitha and Jermarx Marsh
Mass Transportation 
Authority
Olivia P. Maynard and Olof 
Karlstrom
McCredie Insurance 
Agency, Inc.
Alice Lue McLaurin
Michigan Council For Arts 
and Cultural Affairs
Michigan Interfaith Power 
& Light
Sandra Miller
Gerald and Mary Monroe
Nancy Moore
Mott Community College
Drs. Bobby and Nita 
Mukkamala
Paul and Rebecca Mysenski
National Endowment for 
the Arts
Sheldon Neeley
Craig and Janiece 
Newberry
Carol and Michael Newland
Mary Newman
Mary T. Newman 
Endowment Fund
North Sashabaw 
Elementary PTO

Matthew and Jillian 
Norwood
Dinita Pearson
Crystal Pepperdine
Helen Philpott
Plante Moran
Daphne Louise Prescott
Timothy and Barbara 
Purman
Joanne Puro
Quota International of Flint
Rachor Investment 
Advisory Services, LLC
Steve Randall
John L. Riegle
M. Allen Robb
Stuart Rogers
Ruth Mott Foundation
Doris Sain
Susan Schneberger and 
Carolyn Stubbs
Paul and Phyllis Schroeder
Janet A. Schultz
Security First Insurance
Heather Shalayko
Phil and Ardele Shaltz
Dr. R. and Chandrika 
Shantarnm
Share Art Genesee 
Dolores Batterbee Sharpe
James and Tessie Sharpe
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Shay
Bridgette Shook
Simms Chevrolet Co.
Skaff Carpet and Furniture
George and Mary Skaff
Jeffery Sodini

Herman Soto
Shelley R. Spivak
Jack and Nancy Stock
Stephen Swartz
Julie Taylor
Michel Taylor
The Downing Clinic, P.C.
The Williams Firm, P.C.
John A. Tosto PLC 
William and Marcia Traywick
United Way  
of Genesee County
UnitedHealthcare
University of Michigan-Flint 
School Of Education and 
Human Services Office  
of the Dean
Maryagnes and Paul 
Vanklaveren
Lynn Wandrey
Edwin and Tamara Warren
James and Susan Wascha
Christine Waters
Lionel and Sue Wernette
Ridgway and Shannon 
White
Richard and Debra Whiting
Kathy Williams
Jennifer Windle
Shirley Winston
Terry Wittock
Marta Wyngaard
Yeo & Yeo CPAs and 
Business Consultants
Honorable and Mrs. 
Thomas C. Yeotis
Dr. Kerry Zubke
Marie L. Zuk
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In-Kind Donors
501 Bar & Grill
Affinity Day Spa	
Anna’s Interior Design
B’s Bowling
Base Camp Challenge Center
Bauman’s Running & 
Walking Shop
Bavarian Belle Riverboat
Beacon & Bridge
Beale St. Smokehouse BBQ
Blackstone’s Pub & Grill
Boggs Specialties, LLC
Bordine’s Nursery  
of Grand Blanc
Cafe Rhema
Casey Carter
Churchill’s Food & Spirits
Ciao Italian Bistro  
and Wine Bar
Complete Runner
Consolidated Tattoo Parlor
Crim Fitness Foundation
Drury Hotels
Eight Ten Nail Bar
Elegant Celebrations
Fenton Winery & Brewery
Flint City Bucks
Flint Crepe Company
Flint Elk’s Lodge #222
Flint Golf Club
Flint Institute of Arts
Flint Institute of Music
Foster Coffee Company
Freakin’ Unbelievable 
Burgers

Galaxy Lanes
Sally George
Gill-Roy’s Hardware
H2A Architects
IHOP
Italia Gardens
Micki Jansen
Matt Kelley
Krystal Jo’s Diner
Lake Fenton United 
Methodist Church
LaVida Massage  
of Grand Blanc
Legoland Discovery Center 
Michigan
Leo’s Coney Island
Linden Hotel Bar and Grill
Logan’s Roadhouse	
Kathryn Madeja	
Mancino’s Of Fenton
Marvin’s Marvelous 
Mechanical Museum
Mary Tosto Design
More Than Hope
My City Magazine
NCG Trillium Cinema
Oliver T’s Market
Orion Art Center
Painting With A Twist
Planet 3 Extreme Air Park
Pure Bliss Salon & Spa
Red Fox Outfitters
Red Robin
Richfield Bowl/ B’s Bowling
Rollhaven Skate  
& Fun Center
Rupert’s Brew House

Sea Life Michigan Aquarium
Serendipity Wellness Spa
Carol Josephine Severn
Skateland Arena
Sloan*Longway
Soggy Bottom Bar
Spa Rodzina
St. Julian Winery-
Frankenmuth
Starbucks
Steady Eddy’s Cafe
Sugar Shack Life + Style
Sweet D’s Bakeshop,  
Tea Room & Cafe
T.Dub’s
Target
The Good Beans Cafe
The Grafted Root Eatery
The Grainery Natural 
Grocery
The Laundry/Crust
The Muddy Buddy Boys
The Whiting/Capitol Theatre
The William Peter Mansion
Tiffany’s Food and Spirits
Totem Books
Twist In A Dish
Two Men and A Truck
Two Souls One Dance
University Of Michigan-
Flint Recreation Center
Vogt’s Flowers & Gifts
White Horse Tavern
Wilderness Trails Zoo
YMCA Of Greater Flint

Youthful 
You Med Spa
Zehnder’s Splash 
Village Hotel & Waterpark

Partners
Applewood
Association of Children’s 
Museums
Cooking with Kids
Crim Fitness Foundation
Doyle Ryder Elementary
Durant-Tuuri-Mott 
Elementary
Edible Flint
Eisenhower Elementary
Fenton World of Wonder
Flint Kids Read
Genesee County Great 
Start Collaborative
Institute of Museum and 
Library Studies
Keep Genesee County 
Beautiful
Kettering University
Michigan State University
Mott College Clowns
Mott Community College
Mr. Gaines Program

Mt. Pleasant Children’s 
Museum and Curiosity 
Children’s Museum
University of  
Michigan-Flint

Community 
Events
Back to the Bricks
Bikes on the Bricks
Block Party
Buckham Alley Festival
Kettering Science Fair
National Night Out
Pop Up Play

Volunteers
A special thank you to the 
239 volunteers who gave 
2,366 hours of their time in 
2018 and 2019. Thanks to 
them, the entire museum 
continues to improve and 
grow, just like the children 
we serve.
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Income 2019 2018

Endowment $ 48,497 $ 48,502

In-Kind 11,546 9,725

Investment/Other 25,643 8,244

Earned Revenue 199,500 196,808

Contributions/ 
Sponsorships/Grants 326,428 259,158

$ 611,614 $ 522,437

Expense
Educational Programming 449,160 395,776

Management 81,587 103,381

Fundraising 36,902 39,656

$ 567,649 $ 538,813

2019 2018 Combined 

Total Served 62,200 58,221 120,421

Flint Children’s Museum 44,437 40,977 85,414

Farmers’ Market Location 14,527 15,810 30,337

Schools and Community 
Events 3,236 1,434 4,670

Memberships 414 487 901

Parties 181 197 378

Field Trip Groups 123 138 261

Volunteers 109 130 239

Volunteer Hours 1,324 1,042 2,366

40  Yearsof Fearlessness
Financial Statements

BY THE Numbers
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“�The museum has lots of awesome stuff! 
Our kids loved the marketplace  
with pizza restaurant and  
food shelves!”  – ABI

“�I took my two grandsons  
there and we had an  
awesome time! Both  
boys are very inquisitive, so the different 
displays kept them on their toes.”

		  	 – GREGORY
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Just as we celebrate the past forty years, we look forward to the NEXT forty years —  
and we are dreaming BIG for the children in our community. In the next couple of years, we are 
looking for our new home, and envisioning the same warm welcoming children’s museum our 
community knows, with a world-class experience that our children deserve. 

As we move forward, we are listening to the voices of our visitors, donors, volunteers  
and staff. With your help, we are reimagining our exhibits, our outdoor classroom, our 

educational programming, and our overall visitor experience. We invite you  
to stop by the Children’s Museum anytime to share your 

thoughts and ideas to help make this dream come true for  
the children in our community. 

As always, we continue to expand field trip offerings, secure 
new exhibits, find new partnerships, and make every 

child feel special child feel special when they walk through the doors 
of the Flint Children’s Museum at our location on the 
campus of Kettering University. 

40   YEARS    FORW ARD  



1602 University Avenue • Flint, MI 48504

810.767.5437 • flintchildrensmuseum.org
facebook.com/flintchildrensmuseum
discovery@flintchildrensmuseum.org


